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Reflettions on Biſhop Overall's Convocation-Book , 
1606. &Cc, 


T having been my purpoſe to conſider all Obje&ions of any 
weight in themſelves, or from the Authority of Perſons, which 


ſhould occur to me againſt the Right of Their Preſent /ajeſties, 

and the Juſtice of their Undertaking our Deliverance ; I ought 
not to paſs by Biſhop Overa/”s Convocation-Book , compos'd in the 
time of James I. Licenſed by the late Biſhop of Canterbury, ſince his 
diſowning this Government, and Printed, as it is to be preſumed, with 
a manifeſt Intention of undermining it ; for every Man may diſcern, 
that the Scheme of Government there drawn for the whole World, 
1s contrary to the Foundation of our Preſent Settlement : but tho the 
Hypotheſis is laid together with much Subtilty, nothing but Infalli- 
bility can give it Authority ; and to me it ſeems a piece of Preſump- 
tion, only ſhort of that of the Romi/h Church. For having made a 
Colleftion from Sacred and Prophane Hiſtory, and the Apocryphal 
Writings, (tho of the laſt they fay, they mean not zo attribute any Ca- P. 64 
nonical Authority unto them, nor to eſtabliſh any Point of Doftrine) they 


Canonically condemn, of Errors, all that agree not to their Inferences 


and Concluſions, upon a ſtate of Fat which at leaſt may be falſe. 

This ſingle Obſervation might make it needleſs to conſider more 
particularly what 1s there ſaid, eſpecially, when I add this further, That 
it would make Scripture Examples under the Fewz/h State, to have 
the force of Precepts now : which if they have, then the Examples of 
Jeha in killing wicked King Foram, then his Subject; and of Orhniel, p. 45 
and Ehud, who reſcued the /ſraelires, the one from the King of Moab, = Ks: 
the other from the King of Meſopotamia, who had brought them un- Js 
der Subjection, may ſerve for Rules in the like Cafes. Tt they do nor; 
then to what purpoſe do they in other Inſtances: bring Preſidents 
of God's dealing with the Fews, of his chuſing and anointing their 


Kings, and the like ? 
With theſe Antidotes we may venture upon a further taſt of the 


Doctrines. 

The Foundation of all, is the Patriarchal Power of 4dam, which 
they ſuppoſe to have been abſolutely Monarchical all the World over ; 
that Noah had the like Authority all his Life ; but that he divided the p ,, 
whole World among his Three Sons; upon which they conclude, That 
if any Man affirm, That God ever committed the Government of all the Can. 35. 
World, after Adam's aud Noah's times, to any one Man to be the ſole 
and vifible Monarch of it, he doth greatlyerr. And another Error which 
they Canonically condemn, is of them who hold , that Chrift doth * 
not allow the diſtributing of this his one Univerſal Kingdom, into divers =_ Can4: 
Principalities and Kingdoms, to be Ruled by ſo many Kings, and Abſolute © 
Princes under him. 

Upon the whole, the Fatherly Power was abſolute in Adam, then 
in Noah, then in his Three Sons together, and ever after in all the 
Princes in the World ; and as they affirm in relation to Adam's Mo- can. z. 
narchical Power,that it roſe not from any choice of the People;neither, 
fay they, is it deduced by their Conſents naturally from them ; Which is Þ. 1. 
meant of the Powers which now are in the World. And, yet, it 1 


miſtake not, they elſewhere own; that the Conſcnt of the People may 
A be 
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be requiſite to the legitimating ſome Governments, when they juſti- 
fy Mattathias, who being moved with the Monſtrous Cruelty and 
Tyranny of A#tiochas, made open reſiſtance; the Government of that 
Tyrant being not then either generally rece:ved by Submiſſion, or ſet- 
led by Continuance : wherein the Conſent or Submillion of the People 
is owned to be material. The conſequence of which will reach a Prince 
that Exerciſes a Power beyond what has bcen /ubmitted to, or ſerled. 

But admit their Notion of the Abſolute Power of the Farther ſh-uld 
hold, while the World was but one Family, and the Father mighc be 
ſuppoſed to be the ſole Proprietor ; I doubt they cannot advance one 
ſtep further, without meer Fictions of their own Imaginations, or as 
vain and uncertain Tradition. 

If we attend to the facred Text, freed from their impoſing Com- 
ment, Noah's Sons are by God himfelf made joynt Proprietors with 
him. For the Text ſays, God bleſſed Noah-and his Sons, and aid 
unto them, Be fruitful and multiply, and repleniſh the earth. 

And the fear of you, and the dread of you, ſhall be upon every Beaſt 
of the earth, and ” every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon the 
earth, and upon all the fifhes of the ſea, into your hand are they delivered. 

If this Donation had no effe&t, as to the Sons in the lite-time of the 
Father, neither according to the Patriarchal Scheme, could the youn- 
ger Sons have any Benefit in the life-time of the Elder; wherefore 
either here was a joynt Propriety 1n all,and conſequently the Diſtribu- 
tion muſt proceed from an expreſs or tacit Conſent of the Proprietors; 
or elſe they muſt be beholden to Jewiſh Tradition, for the cftabliſhing 
their Chriſtian Canon, concerning Government. 

For two things, I muſt confeſs, we are obliged to them. . 

x. For patherically deſcribing the unhappineſs of the Jews, and 
how Relizion went in thoſe days, when the Prieſts had gotten the Reins 
into their own Hands. 

2. For obſerving, That the Phariſees, the moſt proud and ftub- 
born of the Fewzſh Sects, were the only Men who refuſed to ſwear 
Allegiance to Herod and Czfar ; yet they fay, If any Man ſhall affirm, 
that Faddus, the Fewiſh High Prieſt, having ſworn Allegiance to Darias, 
might have lawtully born Arms againſt him, he doth greatly err. 

This is in a Canon which they raiſe from the Fact in Joſephus, of 
Jaddus's refuſing to aſſiſt Alexander in his Wars, and becoming Tri- 
butary to the Macedonians, as he had been to the Perftans; and this 
after Alexander had overthrown Darizs, who eſcaped. by Flight. 
The Fewiſh High Prieſt ſeems to put words into the Mouth of our 
late Archbiſhop, returning for anſwer, That he might not yield there- 
to, becauſe he had taken an Oath of Allegiance to Darius, which he might 
not lawfully violate whilſt Darius /ived. 

Compare this with the next Canon, according to the Analogy of 
their Doctrine, and ſec how it provides for the Security of Prixces, and 
Obedience to their Governments. 

Jf any Man therefoze ſhall affirm either, That the Jews 
generally, both Pziefts and People, were not the Subjects 
of Alexander , after Hits Authoztty was ſettled amonglt them. 
as they had been befoze the Subjects of Babylon and Perſia ; 
o2 that they were not all bound to p:ay fo? the long Life and 
P2oſperity, both of Alexander, and His Emprre, as they had 
been bound befoze to p2ay fo2 the Life and Pzoſpertity of th 
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other ſaid Kings and therr Kingdoms, whilff they 1iv'd un 
der thetr Subjection 3 o2 conſequently, that they might 
lawfully upon any occaſion whatſoever, have offered Uio- 
lence and Deſtruction, either to their Perſons, o2 to their 
Kingdoms.fo2 the long continuance and P2oſperity whereof, 
they were bound to p2ay 3 02 that, after the jews were deliver- 
red from their Servitude under the Kings of Syria, and the 
Government over them, was ſetled it3 Mattathgas's Poſtert- 
ty, it was lawful foz the People upon any occaſion to have 
Kebelled againff them, o2 to have offered Utolence to their 
Perſons, He doth greatly err. | 

The Juſtice or Injuſtice of the War on either ſide, between Darius 
and Alexander, are made no part of the.queſtion ; but here are two 
Princes, both ſuppos'd Abſolute, with all 44awm's Power over their 
refpeQive People, ſtaking their Kingdoms upon the chance of Battle ; 
one of them is conquered and runs away ; yet, according to our Ca- 
oniſts, the Conqueror is not entituled to the Fatherly or Patriarchat 
Power over the other's People ; but it is ſuſpended, at leaſt, during 
the Life of the King that was beaten, and the Authority not ſetled 
all that while: and if the Monarchy was Hereditary , it may be 
yet more difficult when to fix the Settlement. If- it is admitted 
to be Serzled in the life-time of the &zz&ed and conquer'd Prince, 
and that it is a duty to pray for the Life and Proſperity of the 
Conqueror, -and upon no occaſion to offer. any Violence ro his Perſon or 
Kingdom; yet, according to theſe Canon;fts, they were bound, at 
leaſt, during the Life of the Conquered Prince, to give no ative Af 
ſiſtance to the other, in Perſon, or Contribution. And thus it might 
be allowable to mock Go 7 Almighty, while they pray for that, to 
which they will not contribute the means in their Power ; or elſe 
their Prayers were to have ſuch a mental Reſervation, as ſome have, 
who pray for King Fames, while they pray for [The Xing]. But if 
they were to pray for Alexander's Proſperity without reſerve, one 
would thiak it was lawful, at leaſt, to Fight fox him againſ. Darius, 
notwithſtanding the Oath of Allegiance taken to Darias, by reaſon 
of the Authority which he had loſt. 

If any one ſhall fay, That this Conwecation-Buok was innocently 
publiſhed at this time, let him read the following Canon. . 


LAD 


Jf ano Man therefoze ſhall affirm, cither that the Sub- «,,. «x. 
jects, when they ſhake off the Poke of their Obedience to 
their Sovereigns , and ſet up a Fozm of Government 
among themſelves, after their own Humours, do not therein 
very wickedly 3 oz that 1t 1s lawful foz anq Bordering Kings, ' 
though Ambition and Malice, to Invade their Netghbours 2 
O: that the P2ovidence and Gcodneſs of God, in uſing 
of Uebelltons and Oppeeiſions to execute Hfs Jix- 
tice againſt anh King oz Country, doth mitigate , oz 
qualify the Offences of any ſuch Rebels, oz Oppreſling 
Kings; 02 that when han ſuch new Fozms of Government, 
begun by RKebellton , are after thoroughly Setled, the Au- 
thority in them is not of God: 02 that any. who live with- 
in the Territories of luch new Governments , are not 
bound to be Subje&t to God's Authority, which 18 there ere- 
cuted, but may Rebel againff ſame ; O2 that the *” 


Jews, 
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Jews, cither in Fgvpt, o2 Babylon, might Jawfuily foz any 
Cauſe . heve tation Arms againſt any of thoſe Kings, oz 
have oficred any Ultolence to therr Perſons, He doth great- 
Iy Err. : 

If this be-taken according to any rational,, or fo much as probable 
Account of Government in General, particularly applicd to the 
Enzliſh Conſtitution ; I ſee no danger in admitting, that People 
ought not to,throw off the Yoke of Obedience, and fet up a Form 
of Government after their own Fumoars ; and that it is not juſtifi- 
able in any Bordering King, or Prince, through Ambiticn and Ma- 
lice, to Invade his Neighbours. And yet this would not in the 
leaſt condemn either the People of Erz/ard, in ſhaking off a former 
illega! and arbitary Yoak, while yet they retain the ancient Form, 
and tundamental Rights of the Government; or our Preſext Sovereign 
in his deroical Undertaking our Deliverance. But it all Princes are as 
Abſolute as their Notion makes them, the Nation had no Ground 
of complaint ,. and His Preſent Majeſty's Expedition would fall un- 
der the Imputation of Ambztition, or atice ; *tis certain, that no 
juſt cauſe could be aſſign'd tor it upon tteir Principles ; and yet 
theſe would as well cond?mn our Di{ſez:ing Biſhops of Diſobe- 
dience to the Late Xing, in not complying with the Coinmands of 
a Prince, whom this Book would make Abſolute. 

And of this, the Archbiſhop woud have Cone well to have be- 
thought himſelf, when he gave his Licenſe for the Church-Mzli- 
tant, to put on this old ruſty Armor , which hung up without uſe 

Vid. Adver- for above eighty years, had been full three, if not nof fix Years in 

tiſement, hammering ont, and was brought forth in t!1is. Critical Time, to do 

a a; Wonders for their fuppcs'd King of Divire Right, of their making, at 

nued to 1610. leaſt, .if not of God's. Whilett the Clergy in that, and following 
times, Wrote,and Preached for Preferments,and Condemn'd all Notions 
which lay in their way to it; it is to be feared, that they incurr'd 
the Curſe pronounced trom more Divine Authority, againſt him that 
removes his Neighbours Land-mark, And he ti1at would Model the 
Emzliſh Government by thoſe of the Eaſt of old, jet up and maintain'd 
by Confufion, would do well to tranſplant his Family into Tarky, where 
he may find one of the trueſt Patterns of the iancied Patriarchal Go- 
vernment. 

But if that, or the A»ticyre, to which an old Romwam would have 
adviſed them, be too far for them to Travel in their Canonical Habit ; 
they may take a ſtep into France, where its Monarch aſſumes and ex- 
erciſesa Power according to their Primitive Stamp. 

Yet the latter part of the foregoing Canon teils you, That you are 
-boand to be ſubjedt to God's Authority, even in thoſe new Governments, 
which are ſet up after the Fumours of the People. So that fully to 
maintain their Paſfve Charadeer, even in the Caſe of Uſurpation, and 
Introducing a gew Form, contrary to the Fundamental Conſtitution, 
they are bound to fit ſtill, and never to Afhiſt to Reſtore their Rzghtful 
Prince, or ancient Form of Government, but ſhould truſt Providence, 
or rather tempt it to forſake them, to their utter deſtruction. 

But they who would be led by the Authority of theſe Caxons, to con- 
demn our preſent Settlement, I hope will learn even from thence to 
ſubmit to it,and attempt nothing againſt it; and then I doubt not but 
there are brave Eng/iþ Men enough to defend it from all Foreign 
Force. | FINATS. 
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